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ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Helping you make your home more energy efficient Nov/Dec 08

www.aircondirect.com.au

We at AirCon Direct would like to use this monthly newsletter to help keep our clients up to
date on all events worldwide impacting on energy and efficiency. We aim to explain events,
advances and how this impacts us all in terms that everyone can understand. We would also
like to help you save money and energy, and provide information on the best ways of doing so.

We always welcome feedback and questions, and we hope you enjoy your

Christmas lights are beautiful and
much safer thanandles but all that
electricity can cause problems if no
used properly. Christmas lights can
get hot enough to burn or ignite oth
decorations. The cords can fray, le¢
ing to a short. Decorating with lights
often requires the use of a ladder, ¢
improper use could lead to an injury
Practicdadder safetyvhen you are
putting up Christmas lights.

When you put up Christmas lights
this seasoror holiday lights during
any seasonbe sure to follow these
Christmas light safety tips.

1 Choose Christmas lights the
have been tested and deemed
safe by a reputable testing labc
ratory, the best are UL or ETL.
Christmas lights listed as safe |
these laboratories will note that
on the packaging.

1 Try to use the cooleourning
"mini" Christmas lights as op-
posed to the traditional larger
bulbs. The older style burns
much hotter.

1 Only use Christmas lights
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that have fuses in the plugs.
1 Inspect each set of Christmas
lights - old or new- for damage.
Return or throw out any set with
cracked or broken sockets,
frayed or bare wires, or loose
connections.

1 Replace burned out bulbs
promptly with bulbs of the same

Q: What is the only
time that a man
thinks about a can-
dlelight dinner?

A: When the power
goes off

wattage.

1 Never hang Christmas lights
on a metal tree. The tree can be-
come charged with electricity
and shock someone. The tree ca
also short out the Christmas
lights and cause a fire.

1 Want Christmas lights out-
doors? Use outdoor Christmas

Energy Efficiency

Centre

Integral Energy have just
opened a new statef-the-art
Energy Efficiency Centre at
Homebush, NSW, showcas-
ing practical ways to make

more energy efficient. It is
designed to give people ad-
vice on how much energy
they use, and ways to save
money, energy and help say
1the environment. They will

homes, offices, and businesp

be holding special open dayp
for the public, so stay tuned].
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http://firstaid.about.com/od/injuriesathome/qt/06_candles.htm
http://firstaid.about.com/od/injuriesathome/qt/06_ladders.htm
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lights. The packaging will (never use tacks or nails) or
note whether the lights can run strings of lights through HOT (and cold) T | PS!
be used indoors, outdoors, hooks. _
both. 1 When you leave or go to|Aré you saving yourself ang
All outdoor electrical bed at night, turn off your ~|the environment?
decorations should be Christmas lights.

. . it | Adjust your thermostats for
plugged into a grounthult  Never pull on a string of Christ el e, STtk a7 i

circuit interrupter (GFCI). mas lights, it stresses the cords | the lowest temperature allowable
You can buy portable units and can lead to fraying. Store | that keeps employees and customers
for outdoor use, or you can Christmas lights loosely wrappeg Sngrf:e?g&L':S;:tttrlggstognzdla?g|5n
have them permanently in- for the same reason. dustry recommendation. Cost:
stalled by an electrician. Nothing! Savings potential: About
T Use extension cords building open Mon. Fri. 7am to
properly. Outdoor cords cal 7pm.

be used inside or outside. [

not overload extension corc
- they can get hot enough t
burn.

1 Stay away from powerli-
nes or feeder lines (these g
from the pole to the house)
1 Secure outside Christmi
lights with insulated holders

* Clean all air filters monthly. Cost:
Nothing to clean, and about $2 if
you need to replace one. Savings
potential: As much as $60 per filter,
depending on the size of your
HVAC system.

*Close drapes or blinds in warmer
months to keep the sunshine from
overheating your house. Just do the
opposite in the colder months to
give your thermostat a break. Cost:
Nothing! Savings potential: About
$5 per window depending on loca-
tion and time of year.

* Turn off computers and other
office equipment when they‘re not
being used, especially overnight and
weekends. Cost: Nothing! Savings
potential: As much as $44 per year,
per computer, depending on what
you pay per kilowatt-hour.

How to Keep Your Air Conditioner
Working in Hot Weather

Have you ever been sitting in your hor still not restricting the airflow around
experiencing a nice moment with the  the unit.

conditioning running... and the unit . .
g g Now, if your system still cuts out you

breaks down and your home becomes . get a sprinkler and spray a fine micdde i e i e b i e B e B B B B B

sweatbox? over the back of your coil on the outsid *.
Would you like to know how to fix this unit. This will reduce the pressures in 4 REFER A FRIEND! F
problem? the system and allow the system to keege R _

Well your air conditioner has safety ~ funning. &1 10s C hristmgs

mechanisms that cutinwhenthecoilcThi s is a really |*_ mdy nto i ¢ Ky whie n di @*sy
the back of your outdoor condenser ge Christmas day and 40 degrees and youge f h
too hot. The pressure builds up in your ynit cuts out. FY avour and save them so

E)éztgrgrgggu)r/gur unit cuts off on high - your unit breaks down do the follow- 4 Money? If you refer a
' ing: ; ;
So some simple things you can do to friend and they buy alr

: . _Just wait 20 minutes, then use your itiani
r;ev{/?nzr-evem this occurring are the fol sprinkler to spray water on the col at tt ¥y conditioning from us, we

back of your air conditioner. In most i will send you a $25 Coles #&
* The first thing is to make sure there i cases this will then allow you to have a -
shade over your air conditioner, while nice Christmas Day and keep your coo* Myer voucher for a Sp“t

& system purchase, or a $504
voucher for a ducted syst
purchase.
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From all of us at AirCon Direct, we wish you and your family a (| &
happy, safe and cool Christmas... %
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